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Demand for Higher Education Programs
Results through April 2023
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Today’s Speakers

Robert Gray Atkins
Founder and CEO

Gray Associates

Gerald Silberman 
Senior Vice President of 

Administration and Finance
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Gray has developed a complete Program Evaluation System.
It includes the best available data, software and facilitated processes.
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Choose a Program

§ We would like to give everyone a chance to see data on their program of interest:

– Let us know any program that you would like to see in the Chat section.

– If we do not get to your program, we will send a Program Scorecard after the 
webinar.
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IPEDS, Enrollment, and Google Search:  Past, Present, and Future

Enrollment

Past Student DemandInsights on Student Demand

IPEDS Google
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Google Search Trends:  Programs
Gray tracks searches for over 900 programs (90% of all US completions).

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard
.
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Google Search Trends:  Programs
In April, Google searches for academic programs rose 3% year-over-year.

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard
.
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Google:  US Highest Search Volume, Bachelor’s and Above
In April, Business had the highest search volume.

*Excludes associate and certificate non-transfer programs.
Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

Data &Tech

Other
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156,813
159,278
160,023
165,423
180,675

203,770
235,220

258,778
648,440

698,270

Physical Therapy
Social Work

Marketing/ Marketing Mgmt, General
Psychology, General

Data Analytics and/or Data Science
Law

Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance
Computer Science

Registered Nursing
Business Admin. and Mgmt, General

Programs with the Highest Volume of Keyword Searches
 April 2023
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Google:  US Fastest-Growing Programs
In April, searches for Artificial Intelligence rose 89%.

*Minimum 10,000 searches April 2022

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard
*Excludes associate and certificate non-transfer programs.
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 Acting
 Surgical Tech

 Mental Health Counseling
 Marketing/ Marketing Mgmt, General

 Creative Writing
 Registered Nursing

 Organizational Leadership
 Health and Medical Admin Services, Other

 Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance
 Artificial Intelligence

Fastest Growth in Google Searches
YoY* 

April 2023
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In Spring 2023, master’s new student enrollment fell 15% year-over-year.

Source:  Gray Analysis of National Student Clearinghouse

246,897 230,027
265,268 246,965

209,773

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
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In Spring 2023, Audiology was the fastest-growing Master’s Program.
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Political Science and Gov't, Gen'l
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Business Analytics
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Engineering/ Industrial Mgmt

Information Science/ Studies

Information Technology

Audiology & Speech-Lang. Pathology

Fastest-Growing New Student Enrollment*
Master’s Programs
Spring 2023 YoY

*Minimum 500 enrollees in Spring 2022
Excludes CIP codes ending in 99

Source:  Gray Analysis of National Student Clearinghouse
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In Spring 2023, bachelor’s new student enrollment declined 17% YoY.

Source:  Gray Analysis of National Student Clearinghouse
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Bachelor’s new student enrollment in Communication rose 44%.
Almost half of the fastest-growing programs were in tech.
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 Art/Art Studies, General
 Business Analytics

 Animal Sciences, General
 Data Analytics and/or Data Science

 Anthropology
 Information Science/ Studies

 Cinematography and Film/Video Prod
 Aero/ Astro/ Space Engineering

 Digital Communic. & Media/ Multimedia
 Communication, General

Fastest-Growing New Student Enrollment*
Bachelor’s Programs

Spring 2023 YoY

*Minimum 200 enrollees in Spring 2022
Excludes CIP codes ending in 99

Source:  Gray Analysis of National Student Clearinghouse
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Coursera:  Largest-Growing Courses
In April, Foundations:  Data, Data, Everywhere had the largest annual growth in enrollment. 

218,021

239,839

245,709

251,352

274,169

287,627

389,867

433,162

531,794

912,813

HTML, CSS, & Java for Web Developers

Project Initiation: Starting a Successful Project

Process Data from Dirty to Clean

Introduction to Psychology

Crash Course on Python

Learning How to Learn: Powerful mental tools

Technical Support Fundamentals

Foundations of User Experience (UX) Design

The Science of Well-Being

Foundations: Data, Data, Everywhere

Highest Year-Over-Year Unit Change in Cumulative Enrollment
April 2023

Source:  PES Non-Degree Demand:  Coursera
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In April, job postings for bachelor and above degree-holders fell 36% YoY.

Month over month, postings declined 18%.
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In April, General and Operations Managers had the highest job postings volume.

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

Business and Sales

Other
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10,579

11,074

11,257

11,628

14,231

14,990

15,717

24,002

37,772

50,851

Marketing Managers

Human Resources Specialists

Customer Service Representatives

Elementary School Teachers, Exc Special Ed

Social and Human Service Assistants

Computer User Support Specialists

Retail Salespersons

Administrative Assistants

Registered Nurses

General and Operations Managers

Highest Job Postings Volume by Occupation
April 2023
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Nurse Practitioner is the most frequently required certification in job postings.

837

1,031

1,107

1,164

1,190

1,691

1,790

2,234

3,233

5,310

Insurance License
Top Secret Clearance
Professional Engineer

Board Certified Behavior Analyst
Certified Public Accountant

Pediatric Advanced Life Support
Basic Cardiac Life Support

Basic Life Support (Bls) Certification
Secret Clearance
Nurse Practitioner

10 Highest In-Demand Certifications
Bachelor’s and Above, April 2023

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard
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EmploymentStudent 
Demand

Program Evaluation System (PES): Market data

Employment

Competitive 
Intensity Degree Fit

Competition

Employment
Student 
Demand
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PES:  Program Rank
Programs scored on Student Demand, Employment, Competitive Intensity, and Degree Fit.

▪ Let’s focus on the national market for a Bachelor in Kinesiology and Exercise Science.
National Ranking
Bachelor’s Programs

Source:  Gray’s PES Markets
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Program Scorecard:  Student Demand

▪ This is a large program.
– Google Search Volume is in the 86th percentile.
– All other size metrics are in the 97th – 99th 

percentile.

A Bachelor in Kinesiology scores in the 
99th percentile for Student Demand.

Source:  Gray’s PES Markets
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Student Demand:  Growth Metrics

▪ Google searches and new student enrollment 
grew 3% year-over-year.

▪ Completion volume grew 6%.

Growth metrics are positive.

Source:  Gray’s PES Markets
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Program Scorecard:  Employment

Direct Prep Jobs:
▪ 12% of graduates in direct prep jobs.
▪ Good job posting and BLS volume: 80+ percentile 
▪ -13% job growth year-over-year.
▪ Very low job postings per graduate.
▪ Low wages: $54,744 (34th percentile)
ACS Outcomes:
▪ 96th percentile for BLS current employment.
▪ Wages better ($75,365), but low (26th percentile)

A Bachelor in Kinesiology ranks in the 20th 
percentile for Employment.

Source:  Gray’s PES Markets
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Count of Programs and Occupations
CIP 26.0908, Kinesiology and Exercise Science

ACS Outcomes: Kinesiology majors go into 400 SOCS and earn $58,196 mid-career on 
average.
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Customer service representatives

Coaches and Scouts

Physical therapist assistants and aides

Sales representatives, wholesale and
manufacturing

Secondary school teachers

Registered nurses

Retail salespersons

Fitness Trainers and Aerobics Instructors

Managers, All Other

Elementary and middle school teachers

Top Occupations, Kinesiology Majors, Ages 30-60 

+480

Source:  Gray’s analysis of the US Census, American Community Survey, 2015 - 2020
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Program Scorecard:  Competitive Intensity

▪ There are 546 kinesiology programs.

▪ 39 new programs had graduates in 2023.

▪ Nine online programs graduated students.

▪ Median program size is high and rising

▪ Marketing costs are moderately high.

▪ Almost no online competition

Kinesiology is in the 3rd percentile for Competitive Intensity.

Source:  Gray’s PES Markets
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Program Scorecard:  Degree Fit

▪ 83% of completions are at the bachelor’s level.
▪ 33% of the national workforce have a bachelor’s degree.
▪ Master’s degrees are also common in the workforce.

A bachelor’s degree is an appropriate award level for Kinesiology.

Source:  Gray’s PES Markets
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US demographics:  Kinesiology
In 2021, women were 59% of completions – about the same as overall enrollment.

▪ 48% of 2021 completions were by white students.
▪ 16% were by Hispanic or Latino students.

2%2%4%5%
12%

16%

48%
41%

59%

All OthersInternational -
Nonresident

Two or more
races

AsianBlack or African
American

Hispanic or
Latino

WhiteMaleFemale

US 2021 Completions by Demographic Group

Source:  Gray’s PES Markets
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§ Founded 1899

§ South Eastern PA

§ 203 Acres 

§ Enrollment Fall 2022
- 2,021 (1,756 FT, 265 PT)
- Undergraduate 1,737 
- Graduate 284

Elizabethtown College Stats



ETown - Our Journey

§ Program Portfolio Workshop

§ Program Economics Workshop

§ Annual Program Renewal Workshop 
(traditional programs)

§ Ongoing Review of Online 
Programs/Opportunities



ETown Program Portfolio Workshop

39



ETown Program Economics Workshop



ETown Annual Program Renewal Workshop



ETown - Review of Online 
Programs/Opportunities
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Summary

▪ In April, US Google searches for academic programs increased 3% year-over-year.
– Artificial Intelligence had the fastest-growth in searches – a whopping 89%.

▪ However, Spring enrollment declined 15%
▪  In April, total job posting volume fell 36% year-over-year and 18% month over month.

– Demand for managers is high, e.g., 50,851 job postings for General and Operations Managers.

▪ Demand for a Bachelor’s in Kinesiology is high.
– New student enrollment is in the 99th percentile and grew 3% year-over-year.
– Google searches are high and increased 3% year-over-year.
– Generalist job posting volume reached the 96th percentile.
– However, wages are below average for a person with a Bachelor’s degree.
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Bob’s Podcast:  Coming Soon!

Grow Grow Grow: Growth Strategies in Higher Education

Success Stories on Growing Enrollment and Increasing Revenue

Listen on Apple

Listen on Spotify
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Upcoming Webinars
Contact:

Robert Atkins
RobertGrayAtkins.com

Topic Date
Demand Trends Webcast: 

Community Colleges
Wednesday

June 28th at 2 PM ET

Demand Trends Webcast: 
Bachelor’s and Above

Thursday
June 29th at 2 PM ET

AVAILABLE ON
 AMAZON


