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Google Search Trends:  Programs

Gray DI tracks searches for over 900 programs (90% of all US completions).

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard
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Google Search Trends:  Programs

In March 2025, Google searches for academic programs grew 45% year-over-year. 

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

+45%
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Google Search Trends:  Cost-per-Click

In March 2025, the average Google cost-per-click rose 3% year-over-year.

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

+3%
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Google:  Programs with Fastest-Growing US Search Volumes

In March, searches for Computer Programming rose 602% year-over-year.

602%

291%

281%

186%

180%

146%

113%

106%

96%

79%

Computer Programming, General

Education, General

Fashion/Apparel Design

Massage Therapy

Diag. Med. Sonogr'y/ Ultrasound Tech

Medical Billing and Coding

Elementary Education and Teaching

Public Health, General

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) Tech

Cooking & Related Culinary Arts, General

Programs with the Fastest-Growing Google Search Volume*
March 2025 YoY

Education

Health-related 5

2

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

*Excludes programs only offered at the bachelor’s and above award level 

Minimum 25,000 searches in March 2024

Other 3
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911,732 899,294 843,355 870,373 898,863 941,050 986,851

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

US Total Enrollment
Certificate, Fall 2018–2024

Fall 2024 Total Enrollment: Good News!

In Fall 2024, certificate total enrollment rose 5%; associate enrollment rose 3%.

5,507,951 5,405,261
5,004,046

4,655,872 4,532,831 4,597,056 4,735,329

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

US Total Enrollment
Associate, Fall 2018–2024

-2%
-2%

-7%

-3%

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

+3%-7%-6% +3%
+3% +5%

+5%

+1%
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Undergraduate Certificates:  Fall 2024 Year-over-Year Growth

In Fall 2024, Autobody/Collision and Repair Tech enrollment grew 33% year-over-year.

15%

15%

16%

20%

21%

22%

22%

24%

28%

33%

Plumbing

Phlebotomy Tech/ Phlebotomist

Nursing Assistant/ Patient Care Aide

Diesel Mechanics Tech

Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance

Radiologic Tech/ Radiographer

HVAC Maintenance Tech

Electrician

Health Svcs/ Allied Health, Gen'l

Autobody/ Collision and Repair Tech

US Fastest-Growing Enrollment*
Undergraduate Certificate Programs

Fall 2024 YoY

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

Trades

1

5

Health 4

Other

*Minimum enrollment Fall 2023: 3,000 
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Associate: Fall 2024 Year-over-Year Growth

At the associate level, Radiologic Tech/Radiographer grew 33%.

11%

13%

13%

17%

18%

20%

23%

29%

31%

33%

Airline/ Commercial/ Prof. Pilot/ Flight Crew

Electrician

Education, General

Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance

Building/ Construction Site Mgmt

HVAC Maintenance Tech

Radiation Therapy

Diag. Med. Sonogr'y/ Ultrasound Tech

Health Svcs/ Allied Health, Gen'l

Radiologic Tech/ Radiographer

US Fastest-Growing New Enrollment
Associate Programs

Fall 2024 YoY

Economics

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

Trades 3

4

Potential Transfer

Health

3

*Minimum enrollment Fall 2023: 6,000 
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Non-Degree Demand:  Coursera

As of March 2025, almost 145 million learners since inception (2012).

▪ From March 2024 to 2025, Foundations: Data, Data, Everywhere enrolled 732, 688 students.

185,341

212,104

216,600

217,176

219,547

262,704

265,888

268,715

529,099

732,688

What is Data Science?

Introduction to Psychology

Project Initiation: Starting a Successful Project

Introduction to Data Analytics

Introduction to Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Learning How to Learn: Powerful mental tools

Foundations of User Experience (UX) Design

Technical Support Fundamentals

AI For Everyone

Foundations: Data, Data, Everywhere

Highest Enrollment Volume
March 2024 to 2025

7Technology

3Other
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Non-Degree Demand:  Most Skills Taught on Coursera

From March 2024 to March 2025, Data Analysis was the most-taught skill.

▪ All the 10 most frequently taught skills were in technology.

561,556

657,827

749,111

868,478

893,772

897,964

957,934

1,006,943

1,451,336

1,826,837

Project Management

Deep Learning

Machine Learning

Data Cleansing

Python Programming

Data Science

Spreadsheet

SQL

Data Visualization Dataviz

Data Analysis

Highest Skills Volume
March 2024 to 2025

Source:  PES Non-Degree Dashboard, Coursera
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Commonly available data sources link programs to direct prep occupations.

According to direct prep jobs data, Art/Art Studies grads are prepared for eight occupations.

▪ Two of these require education beyond an associate degree – including the largest.

Source: NCES Direct Prep Crosswalk, Gray DI’s Job Postings Dashboard

20

46

71

143

163

530

746

10,995

Art Directors

Artists and Related Workers, All Other

Craft Artists

Special Effects Artists and Animators

Fine Artists, Including Painters, Sculptors, and Illustrators

Art, Drama, and Music Teachers, Postsecondary

Photographers

Secondary School Teachers, Exc Special/  Career/Technical

Direct Prep Job Postings, Art/Art Studies
March 2025
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Data on almost almost 19,000 graduates with an Associate in Art Studies shows 740 occupations.

None of the Direct Prep occupations make the top 10 occupations for Art Studies graduates.

1,034

809

795

716

693

687

618

563

531

477

General and Operations Managers

Sales Reps of Services

Managers, Other

Project Management Specialists

Customer Service Representatives

Executive Administrative Assistants

Graphic Designers

Multimedia Artists and Animators

Architectural and Engineering Managers

Retail Salespersons

Top 10 Occupations

Alumni with Associate of Art/Art Studies
First Four Years Post-Grad

Source: Gray DI’s Alumni Insights Dashboard

Arts-Related
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US Job Postings Trends

In March, job postings rose 11% year-over-year.

+11%

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard
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Highest Job Postings Volume, Certificate and Associate

15,790

18,437

18,440

18,903

22,228

24,478

33,789

34,870

63,528

64,563

Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers

Licensed Practical and Licensed Vocational Nurses

Customer Service Representatives

Administrative Assistants

Home Health and Personal Care Aides

Computer User Support Specialists

Nursing Assistants

General and Operations Managers

Retail Salespersons

Registered Nurses

Highest Job Postings Volume
March 2025, Associate and Certificate Level

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

Health 4
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Fastest-Growing Job Postings, Certificate and Associate

27%

28%

40%

42%

42%

57%

112%

126%

204%

332%

Licensed Practical and Licensed Vocational Nurses

Automotive Service Technicians and Mechanics

Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics

Food Service Managers

Accountants and Auditors

Radiologic Technologists and Technicians

Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers

Software Developers, Applications

Heating, AC, and Refrigeration Mechanics

Payroll and Timekeeping Clerks

Fastest-Growing Job Postings Volume*
March 2025, Associate and Certificate Level, YoY

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard *Minimum 3,000 job postings March 2024
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Which skills are growing in demand in the US?

There is an increasing need for automation skills.

86%

71%

71%

66%

65%

64%

57%

57%

56%

54%

Automation

Patient Safety

Radiology

Critical Care

Risk Management

Longterm Care

Computer Science

HVAC

Medication Administration

Infection Control

10 Fastest-Growing Skills Volume in Job Postings
March 2025 YoY

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard
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Foster a Culture of Data-Informed Improvement



25

  PROPRIETARY

Agenda

What is a Program Evaluation System?

Student Demand

Employment:  Current Indicators

Nuventive Program Management

Summary



26

  PROPRIETARY

Summary

▪ In March, Google searches for academic programs rose 45% year-over-year.

– Computer Programming searches grew by 602% year-over-year.

– Average cost-per-click rose 3% year-over-year.

▪ In Fall 2024, enrollment increased at the certificate level by 5% and at the associate level by 3%.

– Autobody/Collision and Repair Tech enrollment grew 33% year-over-year.

– Among associate programs, Radiographer grew the most at 33%.

▪ Associate in Art/Art Studies grads go into 740 occupations, not eight.  Most are not directly related to their 
major.

▪ In March, Registered Nurses had the highest volume of job postings.

– Payroll and Timekeeping Clerks grew the most year-over-year – by 332%.

▪ There is a growing demand for skills in automation and patient safety.  



27

  PROPRIETARY

Resources

Date Topic

Wed., May 28th Community Colleges

2 PM ET

Thurs., May 29th Four-Year and Above

2 PM ET

The Book on Program 

Evaluation and Management

Monthly Demand Trends Webinars

The Course
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