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Program Evaluation System Overview 
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Google Search Trends:  Programs

Gray DI tracks searches for over 900 programs (90% of all US completions).

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Keyword Search Dashboard
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Google Search Trends:  Programs

In August, Google searches for academic programs rose 8% year-over-year. 

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard
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Google:  Programs with Fastest–Growing US Search Volumes

In August, searches for Cybersecurity programs grew by almost 500k YoY.
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105,292
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Education, General
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Aviation/Aero Science/Tech, Gen'l

School Counseling/ Guidance Svcs

3-D Modeling and Design Tech

Economics (incl. Quant Econ and Econometrics)

Nursing Practice

Fashion Apparel Design

Programs with the Fastest-Growing Google Search Volume
August  2025 YoY Unit Change
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Education 2

2

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

Health
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Highest Cost-per-Click for Academic Programs

In August, Medical Billing and Coding had the highest cost-per-click.
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$33.37
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$35.76
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$46.07

Pediatric Nurse/Nursing

Health Care Admin/Mgmt

Crim. Justice & Corrections, Gen'l

Nursing Education

Middle School Education/ Teaching

Psychology, General

Criminalistics & Criminal Science

Speech-Language Pathology (Grad only)

Social Work

Medical Billing and Coding

Highest Cost-per-Click
August 2025

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

Crime

Education 3

2Health
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New Enrollment: Community Colleges

In Academic Year 2024–25, Community College new enrollment increased 3% year-over-year.*

2,155,577
1,920,016 1,851,614 1,963,518 2,070,053 2,123,355

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

US New Enrollment
Certificate and Associate

-4%

+6% +5%

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

-11%

3%

*Includes summer session
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New Enrollment: Bachelor’s and Graduate

In Academic Year 2024-2025, bachelor’s new enrollment fell 2% year-over-year.*

▪ Master’s and doctorate rose 2.8%.

1,292,869
1,400,921 1,342,931 1,295,945 1,346,006 1,383,497

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

US New Enrollment
Master’s and Doctorate Programs

-

+8.4% -4.1% -3%

Source: PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

+3.9% +2.8%

1,756,092 1,676,189 1,685,404 1,723,519 1,726,475 1,723,576

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

US New Enrollment
Bachelor’s Programs

-

-5% +0.5% +2% +0.2% -2%

*Includes summer session
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Associate and Certificate:  Year-over-Year Unit Growth

In 2024–2025, six of the 10 fastest-growing programs were in healthcare.*

1,452

1,638

2,291
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2,721

3,232

4,316

4,564

6,795

9,359

Med/Health Mgmt & Clinical Asst/ Specialist

Diag. Med. Sonogr'y/ Ultrasound Tech

Nursing Assistant/ Patient Care Aide
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Bookkeeping and Accounting Tech
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Electrician

HVAC Maintenance Tech

Business Admin. and Mgmt, General

Health Svcs/ Allied Health, Gen'l

US Fastest-Growing New Enrollment
Certificate and Associate Programs

2024–2025 YoY Unit Change

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard
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6

Career/Technical 3

Health

Other

*Includes summer session
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Bachelor’s:  Year-over-Year Unit Growth

In 2024–2025, Finance new enrollment grew by over 4,261 students.

966

973

985

1,118

1,524

2,763

2,877

2,907

3,708

4,261

Political Science and Gov't, Gen'l

Chemistry, General

Elementary Education and Teaching

Electrical/Electronics Engin'g

Business Analytics

Accounting

Mechanical Engineering

Health Svcs/ Allied Health, Gen'l

Registered Nursing

Finance, General

US Fastest-Growing New Enrollment
Bachelor’s Programs

2025–25 YoY Unit Change

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

Health

3

2

Business/Finance 3

STEM

Other 2

*Includes summer session
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Master’s and Doctorate: Year-over-Year Unit Growth

In 2024–2025, half of the fastest-growing programs were related to health.

1,240

1,253

1,367

1,406

1,466

2,290

2,447

2,856

3,070

3,689

Financial Analytics

Speech-Language Pathology (Grad only)

Law

Medicine

Artificial Intelligence

Family Practice Nurse/Nursing

Social Work

Registered Nursing

Data Analytics and/or Data Science

Business Analytics

US Fastest-Growing New Enrollment
Master’s and Doctorate Programs

YoY Unit Change

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

Health

2Business/Finance

Tech 2

5

Other 1

*Includes summer session
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International Student Demand

In August 2025, international student interest in US programs fell 57% year-over-year.*

Bangladesh had the highest volume of page views.

-57% YoY

Source:  Gray DI’s PES International Student Demand Dashboard (excludes China)

5,088

5,694

5,973

7,683

8,908

9,555

15,177

17,761

22,401

26,962

Germany

Nepal

United Kingdom

Türkiye

Ghana

China

Nigeria

Pakistan

India

Bangladesh

Highest Page Views, Origin Countries
August 2025 

*Bachelor’s, Master’s, PhD only

Int’l Page Views by Award Level

August 2025 YoY

Bachelor’s -27%

Master’s -64%

Doctorate -39%
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International Page Views:  August Programs with Lowest Declines Year-over-Year

At the bachelor’s level, Biology declined the least.

(466)

(437)

(403)

(387)

(368)

(363)

(353)

(333)

(313)

343 

Educational Psychology

Music Performance, General

Horticultural Science

Airframe/ Aircraft Maint. Tech

Anthropology

Early Childhood Education/ Teaching

English/ Language Arts Teacher Ed

Materials Science

Special Ed - Secondary

General Studies

Least-Declining Graduate Programs**
August 2025 YoY Change

(290)

(208)

(200)

(170)

(164)

(161)

(127)

(125)

(79)

(20)

Artificial Intelligence

Economics (incl. Quant Econ and…

Architecture (incl. Building Tech)

Electrical and Computer Eng'g

Mechanical Engin'g/ Mechanical Tech

Accounting

Engineering, General

Psychology, General

Health Svcs/ Allied Health, Gen'l

Biology/ Biological Sciences, Gen'l

10 Least-Declining Bachelor’s Programs* 
August 2025 YoY Change

At the graduate level, General Studies grew by 343 views.

Source:  PES International Student Demand Dashboard (excludes China)

**Minimum 1,000 page views August 2024*Minimum 500 page views August 2024
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Non-Degree Demand:  Coursera

As of August 2025, almost 151.5 million learners since inception (2012).

▪ In August 2025, almost 91,700 students were enrolled in Foundations: Data, Data, Everywhere.

23,130

25,723

29,096

29,426

29,563

30,005

37,100

39,815

69,720

91,693

Crash Course on Python

The Science of Well-Being

Project Initiation: Starting a Successful Project

Project Execution: Running the Project

Introduction to Data Analytics

Foundations of User Experience (UX) Design

Introduction to Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Technical Support Fundamentals

AI For Everyone

Foundations: Data, Data, Everywhere

Highest Enrollment Volume, Courses
August 2025

2AI-Specific

5Tech and Data

Other 3

Source:  PES Non-Degree Dashboard, Coursera
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Non-Degree Demand:  Most-Taught Skills on Coursera

In August 2025, Data Analysis was the fastest-growing skill taught on Coursera.

▪ Eight of the fastest-growing skills were related to technology.

53,085

56,774

59,641

82,963

93,152

106,816

112,275

121,712

153,252

198,828

Strategic Thinking

Deep Learning

Project Management

Machine Learning

Data Science

Data Cleansing

SQL

Spreadsheet

Data Visualization

Data Analysis

Fastest-Growing Skills
August 2025 1-year Unit Change

Source:  PES Non-Degree Dashboard, Coursera

8Tech-Related

Other 2
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US Job Postings Trends

In August, US job postings fell 9% year-over-year.

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Job Postings Dashboard
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August Fastest-Growing Job Postings

177

574

691

749

1,026

1,218

2,309

4,304

6,528

8,650

Management Analysts

Coaches and Scouts

First-Line Supervisors, Retail Sales

Sales Managers

First-Line Supervisors, Office and Admin

Financial Managers

General and Operations Managers

Security Guards

Marketing Managers

Retail Salespersons

Highest Job Posting Volume by Occupation
August 2025

YoY Unit Change 

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

Managers, Other

3Other

Sales-Related

3

4
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Which skills are growing in demand in the US?

Product Management is a new entry into the 10 fastest-growing skills.

21,988

18,993

18,847

17,417

15,577

14,040

13,212

12,433

10,491

10,444

Analytics

Business Operations

Operational Excellence

Automation

Computer Science

Python

Cloud Computing

Operational Efficiency

Emerging Technologies

Product Management

10 Fastest-Growing Skills Volume in Job Postings
August 2025 1-Year Unit Change

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

Technology and Analytics 5

Operations 5
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Commonly available data sources link programs to direct prep occupations.

According to direct prep jobs data, Master’s in Economics grads are prepared for seven 
occupations – four of which are highly competitive.

Source: NCES Direct Prep Crosswalk, Gray DI’s Job Postings Dashboard

11

13

16

20

1,103

2,657

4,384

Social Science Research Assistants

Economics Teachers, Postsecondary

Survey Researchers

Economists

Market Research Analysts and Marketing Specialists

Financial and Investment Analysts

Management Analysts

US Direct Prep Job Postings for Master’s in Economics Programs
August 2025

Nationally, low job opportunities in 

these occupations
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According to data on almost 80,000 Master’s in Economics graduates, they go 
into 734 occupations.

14,229

9,026

8,688

7,640

6,548

6,061

5,705

4,773

4,652

3,963

Financial, Risk, and Investment Analysts

Economists

Financial Managers

Marketing Managers

Project Mgmt Specialists

Data Scientists/Math Science Occupations

General and Operations Managers

Managers, Other

Management Analysts

Architectural and Engineering Managers

Top 10 Occupations

Alumni with Master’s Economics
First Four Jobs Post-Grad Ranked

Source: Gray DI’s Alumni Insights Dashboard

Directly Related to 

Economics
3
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Program of the Month
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How do you like your data?

Numbers? Overview? Deep Dive?
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How do I sort through the 1,500+ academic programs?

Create a summary composite score to rank overall and on each category.

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets

US Bachelor’s Program Rank
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Let’s look at market demand for a Bachelor’s in Marketing/Marketing Mgmt.

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets

US Bachelor’s Program Rank
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Program Scorecard: Metrics
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Marketing Scorecard: Metrics
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Marketing Scorecard: Metrics
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Marketing Scorecard: Metrics
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Marketing Scorecard: Metrics
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AI Text Report: One–Page Overview
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Program Profile: 33–Page Report



47

  PROPRIETARY

Agenda

What is a Program Evaluation System?

Student Demand

Employment:  Current Indicators

How Do You Like Your Data? 

Summary



48

  PROPRIETARY

Summary

▪ In August, Google searches for academic programs rose 8% year-over-year.

– Cybersecurity searches were up by almost 500k year-over-year.

– The highest Cost-per-Click was for Medical Billing and Coding.

▪ In Academic Year 2024-25, new enrollment in certificate and associate programs rose 3% year-over-year. 

– Bachelor’s fell 2%.

– Master’s rose 3%.

▪ Allied Health (associate), Finance (bachelor’s), and Business Analytics (master’s) had the highest new 
enrollment growth year-over-year.

▪ In August, US job postings fell 9% year-over-year – 5 points lower than July year-over-year..

– Retail Salespersons had the highest growth in demand

– There is a growing demand for Analytics and Business Operations.

▪ Economics grads go into 734 occupations, not seven. Most are not directly related to their major.

▪ Different roles and preferences require varied data views, from key metrics and written summaries to in-depth 
analyses.
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Upcoming Webinars

October 7th

2 PM ET
October 30th

2 PM ET

Demand Trends Monthly Webinar
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