
PROPRIETARY

Demand for Higher Education Programs

May 28th, 2026



2

  PROPRIETARY

Agenda

What is a Program Evaluation System?

Student Demand Indicators

Employment:  Current Indicators

Program of the Month

News From the Front

Summary



3

  PROPRIETARY

Program Evaluation System Overview 
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Google Search Trends:  Programs

Gray DI tracks searches for over 900 programs, which represent 90% of all US completions.

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Keyword Search Dashboard
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–33% YoY

Google Search Trends:  Programs

In April, Google searches fell 33% year over year. 

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Keyword Search Dashboard
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161%

68%

46%

35%

29%

20%

14%

14%

9%

3%

Drafting and Design Tech, Gen'l

3-D Modeling and Design Tech

Air Traffic Controller

Pharmacology

Electrical/ Communic. Eng'g Tech

Autobody/ Collision and Repair Tech

Yoga Teacher Training/ Yoga Therapy

Astronomy

Dance, General

Health/Phys. Ed./ Fitness, Gen'l

Academic Programs with Fastest–Growing US Search Volumes

In April, searches for Drafting and Design Tech programs grew 161% year over year. 

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

3 Arts and Design             

3 Health-Related          

4 Other    

*Minimum searches April 2025: 10,000

Fastest-Growing Google Searches*
April Year over Year
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Fall New Student Enrollment:  Community Colleges

In Fall 2025, new enrollment at the associate and certificate levels rose by 6,343 students year over year.

1,208,186 1,165,574 1,224,766 1,285,583 1,343,386 1,349,729

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26

US Fall New Enrollment
Certificate and Associate

-42,612
+59,192

+57,803

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

+6,343
+60,817
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Certificate Fall New Enrollment Year-over-Year Unit Change

In Fall 2025, General Studies new enrollment grew by 21,145 students year over year.

372

540

552

650

682

728

937

1,005

1,456

21,145

Carpentry

Crim. Justice & Corrections, Gen'l

Medical/Clinical Assistant

Drama/Theatre Arts, General

Electrician

Nursing Assistant/ Patient Care Aide

Auto Mechanics Tech

Welding Tech

HVAC Maintenance Tech

General Studies

US Fastest-Growing Fall New Enrollment
Certificate Programs Unit Change

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

2 Healthcare

5 CTE                    

3 Other                             
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Associate Fall New Enrollment Year-over-Year Unit Change

In Fall 2025, Allied Health grew by almost 6,000 students.

374

398

404

411

458

739

835

1,004

1,118

5,967

Fire Science/ Fire-fighting

Education, General

Human Resources Management, Gen'l

Diag. Med. Sonogr'y/ Ultrasound Tech

Crim. Justice & Corrections, Gen'l

Radiologic Tech/ Radiographer

Engineering, General

HVAC Maintenance Tech

Biological and Physical Sciences

Health Svcs/ Allied Health, Gen'l

US Fastest-Growing Fall New Enrollment
Associate Programs Unit Change

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

3 Healthcare              

2 CTE                                  

5 Potential Transfer  
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Fall New Student Enrollment:  Bachelor’s

In Fall 2025, new enrollment at the bachelor’s level fell by more than 3,900 students year over year.

1,381,238 1,407,774 1,430,366 1,445,598 1,437,219 1,433,303

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26

US Fall New Enrollment
Bachelor’s

+26,536 +22,592 -8,379

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

-3,916+15,232
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Bachelor’s Fall New Enrollment Year-over-Year Unit Change

In Fall 2025, Registered Nursing new enrollment grew by 3,687 students year over year.

1,194

1,214

1,297

1,455

1,894

2,039

2,319

2,864

3,372

3,687

Accounting

Elementary Education and Teaching

Civil Engineering, General

Electrical/Electronics Engin'g

Political Science and Gov't, Gen'l

Health Svcs/ Allied Health, Gen'l

Mechanical Engineering

Biology/ Biological Sciences, Gen'l

Finance, General

Registered Nursing

US Fastest-Growing Fall New Enrollment
Bachelor’s Programs Unit Change

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

2 Healthcare                 

2 Finance          

3 Engineering

3 Other
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Fall New Student Enrollment:  Master’s

In Fall 2025, new enrollment at the master’s level fell 7,365 students year over year.

602,419 587,992
551,412 576,349 590,534 583,169

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26

US Fall New Enrollment
Master’s

-14,427

-36,580

+14,185

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

-7,365+24,937
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Master’s Fall New Enrollment Year-over-Year Unit Change

At the master’s level, Social Work increased by over 1,500 students year over year.

317

369

405

448

451

477

483

518

944

1,509

Clinical/Medical Social Work

Electrical and Computer Eng'g

Behavioral Sciences

Family Practice Nurse/Nursing

Special Ed. and Teaching, General

Mental Health Counseling

Applied Behavior Analysis

Architecture (incl. Building Tech)

Curriculum and Instruction

Social Work

US Fastest-Growing Fall New Enrollment
Master’s Programs Unit Change

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

5 Social Work/Psychology

2 Education

3 Other
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International Student Demand

In April 2025, international student interest in US programs fell by 22% year over year.*

▪ Month-over-month growth was 46%. However, in April, Mexico had a large surge in volume.

-22% YoY

Source:  Gray DI’s PES International Student Demand Dashboard 

2,126

2,264

2,302

3,078

3,544

4,099

5,025

5,305

5,561

21,347

Kampala, Uganda

Nairobi, Kenya

Lahore, Pakistan

Kathmandu, Nepal

Hanoi, Vietnam

Lagos, Nigeria

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Accra, Ghana

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Mexico City, Mexico

Highest Page Views, Origin Cities
April 2025 

*Bachelor’s, Master’s, PhD only
**We exclude China for YoY calculations, because we did not have data for China in 2024 

+46 MoM
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International Student Demand: Excluding Mexico, news is still good.

In April 2025, international student interest in US programs fell by 30% year-over-year.*

▪ Month-over-month growth was 34%.

-30% YoY

Source:  Gray DI’s PES International Student Demand Dashboard 

1,909

2,126

2,264

2,302

3,078

3,544

4,099

5,025

5,305

5,561

Karachi, Pakistan

Kampala, Uganda

Nairobi, Kenya

Lahore, Pakistan

Kathmandu, Nepal

Hanoi, Vietnam

Lagos, Nigeria

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Accra, Ghana

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Highest Page Views, Origin Cities
April 2025 

*Bachelor’s, Master’s, PhD only
**We exclude China for YoY calculations, because we did not have data for China in 2024 

+34 MoM
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International Page Views:  April’s Largest Page View Volume by Program*

Bachelor’s:  Business had the highest volume.

1,730

1,886

2,121

2,288

2,302

2,394

2,569

4,279

5,470

12,032

Information Technology

Artificial Intelligence

Psychology, General

Finance, General

Education, General

Public Health, General

Animation/ Video Graphics /Spec. FX

Computer Science

Data Analytics and/or Data Science

Business Admin. and Mgmt, General

Fastest-Growing Master’s Programs**
April 2025 YoY

781

809

833

880

1,053

1,074

1,190

1,282

2,094

2,507

General Studies

Mechanical Engin'g/ Mechanical Tech

Biology/ Biological Sciences, Gen'l

Music Performance, General

Linguistics

Arts, Entertainment,and Media Mgmt

Registered Nursing

Psychology, General

Computer Science

Business Admin. and Mgmt, General

Highest Page View Volume, Bachelor’s
April 2026

Master’s and PhD:  Business also had the highest volume.

Source:  PES International Student Demand Dashboard

*Includes Mexico
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From inception in 2012 through April 2026, Coursera has had 154.8 million learners.

Recently, the growth rate has slowed down.

5,283,981

3,650,225

0

1,000,000

2,000,000

3,000,000

4,000,000

5,000,000

6,000,000

New Enrollment, Coursera 
January Through April 2025 and 2026

January Through April 2025 January Through April 2026

-31% YoY
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Non-Degree Demand:  Coursera

From January through April in 2026,  Foundations: Data, Data, Everywhere was the largest course.

43,169

43,860

59,713

62,557

72,606

75,924

87,422

88,183

180,010

235,704

Agile Project Management

Project Planning: Putting It All Together

Foundations of User Experience (UX)…

Project Initiation: Starting a Successful…

Introduction to Data Analytics

Speak English Professionally

Introduction to Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Technical Support Fundamentals

AI For Everyone

Foundations: Data, Data, Everywhere

Highest New Enrollment, Courses
January Through April 2026

Source:  PES Non-Degree Dashboard, Coursera

6 AI, Tech, Data

3 Management

1 Language
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US Job Postings
All Award Levels

2024 2025 2026

-1%

US Job Postings Trends

In April, job postings fell 1% year-over-year.

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Job Postings Dashboard
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Fastest-Growing Job Postings Year-over-Year

8%

10%

11%

11%

21%

23%

68%

72%

75%

119%

Automotive Service Technicians and Mechanics

General and Operations Managers

Licensed Practical and Licensed Vocational Nurses

Financial Managers

Marketing Managers

Radiologic Technologists and Technicians

Industrial Engineers

Software Developers/QA Testers

Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers

Physical Therapists

Fastest-Growing Job Postings by Occupation*
April 2026

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

*Minimum 8,000 postings volume
Excludes unskilled labor

3 Health

3 Management

2 Auto/Truck

2 Other
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Alumni Career Paths:  Who become General and Operations Managers?

Gray DI has alumni data on over 30 million college graduates.

▪ Based on 1,785,847 profiles of college graduates who became General and Operations Managers, here are 
the top 10 degrees they earned.

341,102

199,903

85,645

72,021

48,887

41,232

39,450

38,564

38,472

31,914

Business Admin. and Mgmt, Bachelor's

Business Admin. and Mgmt, Master's

General Studies, Associate

Communication, Bachelor's

Psychology, Bachelor's

Accounting, Bachelor's

Economics, Bachelor's

Business Admin. and Mgmt, Associate

Education, Master's

English Language and Lit, Bachelor's

Largest Volume Individual Profiles by College Major

General and Operations Managers Occupation

Source:  Gray DI’s Alumni Dashboard
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Which skills are growing in demand in the US?

In April, demand for AI skills saw the highest year-over-year growth.

219%

118%

89%

89%

88%

83%

74%

65%

61%

56%

Artificial Intelligence

Tooling

Python

Supply Chain

Automation

Operational Excellence

Change Management

Business Operations

Analytics

Operational Efficiency

10 Fastest–Growing Skills Volume in Job Postings*

April 2026 Year over Year

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

4 Business/Operations

2 Software & Tech

3 Manufacturing

1 Analytics

* Minimum 20,000 Skills
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Let’s look at market demand for a Master’s in Psychiatric Nursing

US Master’s Programs

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets
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Student Demand

Psychiatric Nursing scores in the 95th 
percentile for Student Demand.

▪ Size metrics are mixed.

– Google searches are in the 38th percentile.

– New student enrollment is in the 95th 
percentile.

– Overall completions are in the 93rd 
percentile.

• Online completions are stronger.

▪ Growth metrics are fair with a small base.

– Google rose 16% year over year.

– New student enrollment rose 17%.

– Completions rose 34%.

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets
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Employment Opportunities

Psychiatric Nursing scores in the 99th percentile for 
Employment.

▪ Entry-level job postings are strong: 95th percentile.

▪ Year over year growth is positive.

– Entry-level jobs rose 5% year over year.

– They rose 3% on average, last three years.

▪ Job postings per graduate are healthy: 2.4

▪ Wages at the master’s level are strong.

– Entry-level wages are in the 97th percentile.

– Post-entry median with a master’s is in the 86th percentile.

▪ Only 10% of graduates are underemployed – 98th percentile.

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets
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Competition for Students

Psychiatric Nursing scores in the 74th 
percentile for competitive intensity.

▪ 56 colleges offer this program.

– In 2024, six additional campuses had 
completions.

▪ Median program size is fair (76th percentile) and 
was flat year over year.

▪ Marketing costs are very high.

▪ 45% of Psychiatric Nursing programs are online.

▪ 58% of completions are online.

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets
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AI and the Student Lifecycle

Enrollment

“Institutions that have not yet developed coherent AI policies or incorporated the technology into their 

instructional frameworks are increasingly out of step with the students they serve.”

Sources: “Lumina Foundation-Gallup Survey Examines AI Use Among College Students,” Eduledger, April 2026

Retention Career Prep Job
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What are some of the barriers to AI adoption?

A recent survey of  over 1,050 US faculty revealed some top concerns about AI.

33%
AI has diminished routine work 

faculty face

90%
The use of AI will diminish 

students’ critical thinking

78%
Cheating has increased since 

widespread availability

38% 37% 28%

62% 63% 71%

0%

50%

100%

Understanding and use of
Generative AI tools

Preparedness to use
Generative AI in the world of

work

Sense of the ethical issues
raised by Generative AI tools

Percent Graduates Prepared for an AI Workplace
Based on Faculty Survey

Very/Somewhat Prepared Not Very/Not At All Prepared

Source: “The AI Challenge:  How College Faculty Assess the Present and Future of Higher Education in the Age of AI,” AAC&A and Elon University, January 2026
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How can an AI tutor save professors’ time?

▪ It can use course material to:

– Draft multiple-choice questions

– Draft exam questions 

– Create scoring rubrics

– Create case studies and simulations in minutes

▪ It can summarize student chats:

– Identify topics that confuse students

– Identify effective explanations

– Flag students that need help, and the topics they need help with

▪ It can provide evidence of student learning by topic (e.g., for accreditation).

▪ It can use the syllabus to answer students’ routine administrative questions (e.g., grading policy).

“[CoCo Courses] has now saved me SO much time writing my exams. Whereas I have attempted to use my 
personal ChatGPT in the past, it was SO bad at it that I had to go back to manually writing questions.”

– Chemistry Professor, Public Institution
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How can AI tools help students?

Based on 27,006 AI/student interactions, about 68% of student usage is between 8 PM and 12 AM. 

▪ It can understand and respond to students in the language they prefer.

▪ It gives them experience in prompt engineering, a highly sought-after skill.

▪ It personalizes learning and career coaching at scale.
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DFWs in 36,979 courses at 35 private colleges highlight a major opportunity.

▪ 0.3% of courses had losses of over $1.0 million per year

▪ 25% of courses had lost revenue of $10k to $100k

$202 $193 

$387 

$315 

$14 

 $-

 $50

 $100

 $150

 $200

 $250

 $300

 $350

 $400

 $450

>$1.0M $500k to
$1.0M

$100k to
$500k

$10k to
$100k

<10k

DFW Revenue Impact 
Amount Lost Per Course (In Millions)

Revenue 

Impact

Loss per Course
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Summary
▪ In April 2026, Google searches for academic programs fell 33% year over year.

– Drafting and Design Tech program searches increased 161%.

▪ In Fall 2025, new enrollment at community colleges rose 1% YoY; bachelor’s was flat; master’s fell 1%. 

– Certificate: General Studies had the highest year over year growth.

– Associate and Bachelor’s: Allied Health grew the most.

– Master’s: Architecture (including Building Tech)

▪ In April 2026, US job postings fell by 1% year over year.

– Physical Therapist was the fastest-growing occupation.

– There is a growing need for skills related to AI.

▪ Demand for a Master’s in Psychiatric Nursing is strong, with a few weaker trends in this small program. 

– Underemployment is very low and wages are strong, but it’s expensive to market, and median program size is small and 
not growing.

▪ A well-built AI can support your institution at every stage of the student lifecycle.

– Students are beginning to chose to enroll at schools that use AI

– It improves retention.

– At scale, it helps students land good jobs.
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Join us next month!  https://www.graydi.us/news-from-the-front-webinar

June 25th

2 PM ET

Demand Trends Monthly Webinar
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