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Program Evaluation System Overview 
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Google Search Trends:  Programs

Gray DI tracks searches for over 900 programs, which represent 90% of all US completions.

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Keyword Search Dashboard
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Google Search Trends:  Programs

As search shifts from keywords to AI, searches for academic programs fell 35% year over year. 

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

–35% YoY



7

  PROPRIETARY

111%

110%

97%

81%

55%

29%

24%

23%

21%

20%

Pharmacology

3-D Modeling and Design Tech

Engineering Mechanics

Radiation Therapy

Acting

Perfusion Tech

Drafting and Design Tech, Gen'l

Drama/Theatre Arts, General

Economics (incl. Quant Econ and Econometrics)

Health/Phys. Ed./ Fitness, Gen'l

Academic Programs with the Fastest–Growing US Search Volumes

In March, searches for Pharmacology programs grew 111% year over year. 

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

4 Arts and Design             

4 Health          

2 Other    

*Minium searches March 2025: 10,000

Fastest-Growing Google Searches*
March year over year
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Fall Enrollment:  Community Colleges

In Fall 2025, enrollment at the associate and certificate levels rose 3% year-over-year.

5,190,925
4,905,609 4,858,064 5,041,841

5,332,684 5,495,439

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26

US Fall Enrollment
Certificate and Associate

-6% -1%

+6%

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

+3%

+4%
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Certificate Fall Enrollment: 5-Year Annual Average Growth

From Fall 2020–2025, Medical/Health Management grew 37% annually.

13%

14%

15%

15%

15%

16%

16%

18%

19%

37%

Electrician

Geographic Info Science/ Cartography

Building/ Construction Site Mgmt

Radiologic Tech/ Radiographer

Health and Wellness, General

Information Technology

Airframe/ Aircraft Maint. Tech

Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance

Autobody/ Collision and Repair Tech

Med/Health Mgmt & Clinical Asst/ Specialist

US Fastest-Growing Fall Enrollment*
5-year CAGR Certificate Programs

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

3 Health

4 CTE                    

3 Tech                             

*Minimum enrolled Fall 2020: 1,000
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Associate Fall Enrollment: 5-Year Average Annual Growth

From Fall 2020–2025, Cybersecurity grew 18% on average annually.

7%

8%

9%

9%

10%

12%

16%

17%

18%

18%

Cosmetology, General

Welding Tech

Surgical Tech

Airframe/ Aircraft Maint. Tech

HVAC Maintenance Tech

Natural Sciences

Radiologic Tech/ Radiographer

Health Svcs/ Allied Health, Gen'l

Diag. Med. Sonogr'y/ Ultrasound Tech

Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance

US Fastest-Growing Fall Enrollment*
5-year CAGR Associate Programs

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

4 Health           

4 CTE                                  

2 Other

*Minimum enrolled Fall 2020: 5,000
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Fall Enrollment:  Bachelor’s

In Fall 2025, enrollment at the bachelor’s level grew 2% year-over-year.

8,451,030 8,295,111 8,176,111 8,262,352 8,390,972 8,523,500

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26

US Fall Enrollment
Bachelor’s

-2% -1%
+2%

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

+2%
+1%
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Bachelor’s Fall Enrollment: 5-Year Average Annual Growth

From Fall 2020–2025, Cybersecurity grew 18% annually.

6%

6%

6%

7%

7%

8%

11%

13%

17%

18%

Construction Engineering Tech

Legal Studies, General (Undergrad)

Logistics, Materials, and Supply Chain Mgmt

Health Svcs/ Allied Health, Gen'l

Finance, General

Aviation/Aero Science/Tech, Gen'l

Computer Software Engineering

Exercise Physiology

Business Analytics

Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance

US Fastest-Growing Fall Enrollment*
5-year CAGR Bachelor’s Programs

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

2 Health

3 Business & Finance          

4 Tech/Engineering

1 Other

*Minimum enrolled Fall 2020: 10,000
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Fall Enrollment:  Master’s and Doctorate

In Fall 2025, enrollment at the master’s and doctoral levels rose 1% year-over-year.

2,912,848 2,957,456 2,897,805 2,896,357 2,946,361 2,970,020

2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26

US Fall Enrollment
Master’s and Doctoral

+2%

-2%

+2%

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

+1%
0%
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Master’s and Doctoral Fall Enrollment: 5-year Average Annual Growth

From Fall 2020–2025, Data Science grew 35% annually.

5%

5%

6%

6%

6%

7%

11%

12%

14%

35%

Biomedical Sciences, General

Osteopathic Medicine/ Osteopathy

Nurse Anesthetist

Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance

Computer Science

Applied Behavior Analysis

Clinical/Medical Social Work

Mental Health Counseling

Business Analytics

Data Analytics and/or Data Science

US Fastest-Growing Fall Enrollment*
5-year CAGR Master’s and Doctorate Programs

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard *Minimum enrolled Fall 2020: 5,000

6 Health-Related                

4 Tech
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International Student Demand

In March 2025, international student interest in US programs fell by 65% year-over-year.*

▪ Excluding China,1 Bachelor’s fell 40% year over year, Master’s fell 70%, and PhD fell 62%.

-65% YoY

Source:  Gray DI’s PES International Student Demand Dashboard 

3,751

3,837

3,865

4,740

5,650

6,006

6,267

6,814

7,201

15,278

Nepal

United Kingdom

Brazil

Türkiye

Ghana

Bangladesh

Mexico

Pakistan

Nigeria

India

Highest Page Views, Origin Countries
March 2025 

*Bachelor’s, Master’s, PhD only
1. We exclude China for YoY calculations, because we did not have data for China in 2024 
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International Page Views, March: Fastest-Growing Programs Year-over-Year

Bachelor’s:  Arts and Entertainment increased the most.

-49%

-49%

-48%

-48%

-47%

-46%

-44%

-44%

-43%

-25%

Mass Communication/ Media Studies

Human Resources Management, Gen'l

Political Science and Gov't, Gen'l

Social Work

Legal Studies, General (Undergrad)

Project Management

Economics (incl. Quant Econ and…

Teacher Educ., Multiple Levels

Public Policy Analysis, General

Mathematics, General

Fastest-Growing Master’s Programs**
March 2025 YoY

-31%

-25%

-24%

-23%

-23%

-23%

-19%

-16%

15%

32%

Electrical and Computer Eng'g

Business Admin. and Mgmt, General

Economics (incl. Econometrics)

Physics, General

Animal Sciences, General

Music Performance, General

Political Science and Gov't, Gen'l

Kinesiology and Exercise Science

Linguistics

Arts, Entertainment,and Media Mgmt

Fastest-Growing Bachelor’s Programs* 
March 2025 YoY

Master’s:  Mathematics topped the list as least-declining.

Source:  PES International Student Demand Dashboard

**Minimum 1,000 page views March 2025**Minimum 300 page views March 2025
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Non-Degree Demand:  Fastest-growing Skills on Coursera

In December 2025, Project skills were among the fastest-growing skills on Coursera.

30%

31%

31%

32%

33%

38%

38%

41%

48%

55%

Basic Python Data Structures

Microsoft Excel

Troubleshooting

Artificial Intelligence Ai

Project Management

Binary Code

Customer Support

Job Readiness

K Means Clustering

Project Planning

Fastest-Growing Skills*
December 2025 1-year Unit Change

Source:  PES Non-Degree Dashboard, Coursera
*Minimum 10,000 skills taught December 2024

2 Project Management

3 AI and Machine Learning

5 Other
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+15%

US Job Postings Trends

In March, job postings rose 15% year-over-year.

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Job Postings Dashboard
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Fastest-Growing Job Postings Year-over-Year

26%

27%

27%

28%

31%

42%

53%

54%

58%

58%

Construction Managers

Project Mgmt Specialists

General and Operations Managers

Real Estate Sales Agents

Financial Managers

Marketing Managers

Software Development/ QA Analysts & Testers

Physical Therapists

Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers

Industrial Engineers

Fastest-Growing Job Postings by Occupation*
March 2026

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

*Minimum 8,000 postings volume
Excludes unskilled labor

6 Business and Management

4 Other
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Which skills have fast-growing US demand?

In March, demand for AWS skills grew fastest year-over-year.

857%

667%

394%

227%

160%

149%

147%

141%

139%

124%

Amazon Web Services

Merchandise Displays

Cloud Computing

Artificial Intelligence

Data Centers

Bargaining

Crossfunctional Collaboration

Executive Leadership

Operational Excellence

Stakeholder Management

Job Postings

10 Fastest–Growing Skills*

March 2026 Year-over-Year

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

6 Operations/Business       

4 Software & Tech

* Minimum 10,000 Skills
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Gray DI Alumni Data: Who becomes a lawyer?

Gray DI has data on over 30 million college graduates and their occupations.

▪ As undergraduates, Lawyers major in everything from Business, to Economics and English Literature.

27,728

24,972

11,445

11,428

11,320

7,676

7,529

7,485

6,304

6,179

Political Science and Gov't, Gen'l

Business Admin. and Mgmt, General

English Language and Lit., Gen'l

Economics

History, General

Communication, General

Psychology, General

Crim. Justice & Corrections, Gen'l

Accounting

Legal Studies, General

Highest Completion Volume by College Major

Lawyers

3% were pre-law

Source:  Gray DI’s Alumni Dashboard: 192,893 college graduates who became lawyers
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Let’s look at market demand for a Bachelor’s in Computer Science.

US Bachelor’s Programs

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets
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Student Demand

Computer Science scores in the 98th 
percentile for Student Demand.

▪ All size metrics are strong.

– Google searches are in the 98th percentile.

– New student enrollment and overall 
completions are in the 99th percentile.

– International page views are in the 100th 
percentile (volume, trailing 12 months).

▪ Growth metrics illustrate the danger of 
relying on IPEDS for trends – it is out of date.

– IPEDS completions rose 5% year over year.

– New student enrollment fell 12%.

– Google searches were flat

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets
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In Q1, international page views for Computer Science dropped 19% YoY.

5,401
5,837

7,798

9,202
9,623

7,751

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

International Page Views, Bachelor’s in Computer Science
January–March, 2021–2026

–19% YoY
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Employment Opportunities

Computer Science scores in the 99th percentile.

▪ Entry-level job postings, BLS Current Employment, and 
Annual Job Openings are strong:  99th percentile.

▪ Historical growth is weaker:

– After rising 3% annually for last three years…

– …employment dropped 1% last year

▪ Job postings per graduate remain healthy: 2.3

▪ Wages at the bachelor’s level are strong.

– Entry-level wages are in the 98th percentile.

– Post-entry median with a bachelor’s is in the 96th 
percentile.

▪ 61% of graduates go into direct prep jobs.

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets
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What kinds of jobs do Bachelor’s in Computer Science really get?

Based on 810,532 alumni profiles, they go into 776 occupations.

Sources: Gray DI’s Job Postings Dashboard and NCES CIP-SOC Crosswalk

24,759

24,999

29,032

29,352

30,920

57,432

65,527

82,698

144,559

186,823

Data Scientists

Computer Programmers

Computer User Support Specialists

Computer Systems Analysts

Project Mgmt Specialists

Chief Executives

Computer/Info Systems Managers

Computer Occupations, All Other

Web Developers /Designers

Software Development/QA Testers

Highest Occupation Volume 
Bachelor’s in Computer Science
By Number of Individual Alumni Profiles
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Competition for Students

Computer Science scores in the 92nd 
percentile for competitive intensity.

▪ 1,105 colleges offer this program.

– In 2024, 10 additional campuses had completions.

▪ Median program size is healthy (88th percentile), but 
it fell 5% year over year.

▪ Marketing costs are very high.

▪ There are 171 institutions with online programs.

– 11% of total completions are online.

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets
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If you’re not a numbers person…
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AI is like electricity.

▪ Electricity is a form of raw power.

▪ By itself, it is useless – and dangerous.

▪ Millions of inventions were needed to put it to 
safe use.
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Poll:  What are the primary barriers to the adoption of AI at your institution? 

(Please check all that apply)

❑ Data privacy and security concerns

❑ Lack of internal expertise

❑ Other priorities

❑ Faculty resistance

❑ Staff resistance

❑ Budget / unclear ROI

❑ No clear strategy or leadership alignment
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Turn electricity into a lightbulb

AI use cases in higher ed

▪ Generate data-informed insights for 
academic program evaluation.

▪ Speed-up research

▪ Enhance student services

▪ Help students learn

▪ Create assessments

▪ Provide career coaching…
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Poll: What AI applications has your institution adopted? 

(Please check all that apply)

❑ Tutoring

❑ Career services (e.g., job search, resume help)

❑ Chatbots in admissions or student services

❑ Chatbot for general campus information

❑ Institutional research / analytics

❑ Administrative efficiency (HR, operations)

❑ Not currently using AI
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Poll: What AI applications is your institution considering? Tutoring

(Please check all that apply)

❑ Career services (e.g., job search, resume help)

❑ Chatbots in admissions or student services

❑ Chatbot for general campus information

❑ Institutional research / analytics

❑ Administrative efficiency (HR, operations)

❑ Not currently using AI

❑ Other:  Please list
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News From the Front: AI in Higher Education

▪ Fear is abundant: security, cognitive decline, AI psychosis, cheating, environmental damage…

– AI cheating is overestimated:  the algorithms harm honest students.

▪ There are some familiar barriers: budgets, IT, faculty workloads, curmudgeons, and change.

▪ Integrating content for RAG is complex to automate:  file types, length, vectorization

▪ Lots of customization is needed

– Content 

– In beginning languages courses, limit AI vocabulary and syntax.

– Symbolic keyboards for math, engineering, and sciences

▪ Users need guidance, e.g., what questions ask, what tasks to perform.

▪ To get adoption, AI apps must make the professor’s life easier.

▪ Administration is not an afterthought, it is a critical consideration for faculty and administrators.

▪ Students and professors who use it, like it.

▪ But, small tests don’t scale…they wither.
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AI can strengthen critical thinking.

An excerpt from an interview with a nursing professor whose students used an AI tutor:

“As part of our program, students complete a HESI exit exam…as a practice boards-style 

assessment... While this represents a small sample size, I did notice that students who reported 

utilizing the AI platform more frequently scored very high on their HESI exam. 

Although preliminary, this observation suggests that the AI tool supported deeper learning and 

knowledge application rather than hindering critical thinking…

Overall, when used intentionally, AI appears to function as a scaffold for clinical reasoning—

providing students with additional opportunities to practice applying concepts, test their 

understanding, and work through clinical decision-making processes—rather than serving as a 

replacement for independent thinking.”
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A well-designed Tutor saves professors’ time.

“I have been testing it out for building tough exam questions, both multiple-choice and long-

answer. Although the multiple-choice answers aren't always perfect (neither are mine), the 

questions are fantastic!! This has now saved me SO much time writing my exams. Whereas I have 

attempted to use my personal ChatGPT in the past, it was SO bad at it that I had to go back to 

manually writing questions.”
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Summary:  The Higher Education market seems healthy.

▪ In Fall 2025, enrollment at community colleges rose 3% YoY; bachelor’s increased 2%, graduate 1%. 

– Cyber Security and Data Analytics continue to grow rapidly

▪ In March 2026, US job postings rose by 15% year over year.

– Industrial Engineer was the fastest-growing occupation.

– There is a growing need for Amazon Web Services skills.

▪ Demand for a Bachelor’s in Computer Science is strong, but there signs it could be slipping. 

– New enrollment, job growth, and median program size decreased year over year.

▪ Raw AI may be dangerous and ill-suited to teaching in higher ed.

▪ Customized applications for higher education can make it safe and useful.
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Join us next month!

May 28th

2 PM ET

Demand Trends Monthly Webinar
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