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In the Chat, please share:

• Where are you joining from

• Your institution or organization

• What you or your family are dressing up as this Halloween

“I agreed to give him a ride, but only if I got to wear the boots.”
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Summary
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Program Evaluation System (PES) Overview 
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Google Search Trends:  Programs

Gray DI tracks searches for over 900 programs, which represent 90% of all US completions.

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Keyword Search Dashboard
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Google Search Trends:  Programs

In September 2026, total US search volume fell 22% year over year.

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Keyword Search Dashboard

-22% YoY
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1500%

1012%

22%

14%

4%

3%

3%

0%

-1%

-3%

Drafting and Design Tech, Gen'l

Computer Programming, General

Airline Flight Attendant

Electrical/ Communic. Eng'g Tech

Dental Hygiene

Machine Tool Tech/ Machinist

Vet/Animal Health Tech

Criminal Justice/ Police Science

American Sign Language (ASL)

Industrial Mechanics/Maint. Tech

Fastest–Growing US Search Volumes (Associate and Certificate Levels)

Drafting and Design Tech continues to dominate program keyword search growth.

*Minimum searches Sept 2025: 10,000

Fastest-Growing Google Searches*

Associate and Certificate
September 2026 Year over Year

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Keyword Search Dashboard
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972%

29%

18%

13%

12%

8%

7%

5%

5%

4%

Computer Programming, General

Health/Phys. Ed./ Fitness, Gen'l

Bible/Biblical Studies

Public Health, General

Clinical Lab Science/ Medical Tech

Merchant Marine Officer

Biology/ Biological Sciences, Gen'l

Dental Hygiene

Physician Assistant

Aviation/Aero Science/Tech, Gen'l

Fastest–Growing US Search Volumes (Bachelor’s and Above Levels)

Computer Programming grew 972% year over year.

*Minimum searches September 2025: 10,000

Fastest-Growing Google Searches*

Bachelor’s and Above
September 2026 Year over Year

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Keyword Search Dashboard
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Agenda

What Is a Program Evaluation System?

Student Demand Indicators: Summer 2026 Enrollment

Employment: Current Indicators

Program of the Month

2023 Emerging Programs Update

Summary
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Summer Enrollment:  Certificate and Associate Programs

In summer 2026, enrollment was flat year over year.

2,128,514 2,042,006 2,134,941 2,253,181
2,442,600 2,443,674

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

US Summer Enrollment
Certificate and Associate

-4%

+5%

+8%

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

0%
+6%
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Associate and Below Summer Enrollment Year-over-Year Growth

In 2026, six of the 10 fastest-growing programs were in health and support.

12%

12%

14%

16%

17%

17%

20%

21%

24%

27%

Med/Health Mgmt & Clinical Asst/ Specialist

Respiratory Care Therapy

Legal Assistant/Paralegal

Crim. Justice & Corrections, Gen'l

Nursing Assistant/ Patient Care Aide

Human Services, General

Social Work

Airframe/ Aircraft Maint. Tech

HVAC Maintenance Tech

Health Svcs/ Allied Health, Gen'l

US Fastest-Growing Summer Enrollment*
Certificate and Associate Programs YoY Change

6 Health and Support

2 Tech                    

2 Other                             

*Minimum 5,000 enrolled prior year.Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard
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Summer Enrollment:  Bachelor’s Programs

In summer 2026, bachelor’s enrollment grew by 0.2% year over year.

2,633,228 2,535,086 2,552,560 2,541,856 2,656,126 2,662,494

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

US Summer Enrollment
Bachelor’s

-4% +1%

+5%

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

+0.2%

-0.4%
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Bachelor’s Summer Enrollment Year-over-Year Change

In 2026, Exercise Physiology grew 13%.

8%

8%

9%

9%

10%

10%

10%

11%

13%

13%

Social Work

Special Ed. and Teaching, General

Biomedical Sciences, General

Health Care Admin/Mgmt

Mechanical Engineering

Civil Engineering, General

Health Svcs/ Allied Health, Gen'l

Human Services, General

Electrical/Electronics Engin'g

Exercise Physiology

US Fastest-Growing Summer Enrollment*
Bachelor’s Programs YoY Change

*Minimum 8,000 enrolled prior year.
Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

5 Health and Support

3 Engineering                    

2 Other                             
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Academic Year Enrollment:  Graduate Programs (Including Certificates)

In summer 2026, graduate enrollment fell 2% year over year.

1,687,661 1,649,447 1,580,446 1,592,919 1,673,913 1,645,587

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

US Summer Enrollment
Graduate Programs

-2% -4%
+5%

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

-2%+1%
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Master’s and Doctoral Summer Enrollment Year-over-Year Change

In 2026, eight of the 10 fastest-growing programs were health-related.

4%

4%

5%

5%

6%

8%

9%

10%

10%

12%

Mental Health Counseling

Social Work

Organizational Leadership

Health Care Admin/Mgmt

Psychiatric/Mental Health Nurse/Nursing

Clinical Psychology

Crim. Justice & Corrections, Gen'l

Nursing Practice

Family Practice Nurse/Nursing

Dentistry

US Fastest-Growing Enrollment*
Graduate Programs YoY Change

8 Health–Related                 

2 Other

*Minimum 20,000 enrolled prior year.
Source:  Gray DI’s PES Program Enrollment Dashboard
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Agenda

What Is a Program Evaluation System?

Student Demand Indicators: International Demand

Employment: Current Indicators

Program of the Month

2023 Emerging Programs Update

Summary



18

  PROPRIETARY

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

International Page Views
2024 - 2026

2024 2025 2026

International Student Demand

In September 2026, international student interest in US programs rose 2% year over year.

 India had the highest page views.

+2% YoY

Source:  Gray DI’s PES International Student Demand Dashboard 

5,988

7,126

7,495

11,277

12,549

13,250

15,304

18,994

25,220

76,057

Indonesia

Nigeria

United Kingdom

Ghana

Ecuador

Bangladesh

Pakistan

Colombia

Brazil

India

Highest Page Views, Origin Countries
September 2026 
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Int’l Page Views:  Fastest-Growing Bachelor’s Programs Year over Year

In September, Animation/Video Graphics/Spec. FX grew 52% year over year.

-8%

-2%

-2%

1%

1%

2%

7%

7%

10%

52%

Engineering, General

Data Analytics and/or Data Science

Electrical and Computer Eng'g

Public Health, General

Environmental Studies

Finance, General

Civil Engineering Tech

Sport and Fitness Admin/Mgmt

Biology/ Biological Sciences, Gen'l

Animation/ Video Graphics/ Spec. FX

Largest YoY Growth, Bachelor’s Programs*
 September 2026 

*Minimum page views prior year: 500Source:  Gray DI’s PES International Student Demand Dashboard 
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Int’l Page Views:  Fastest-Growing Graduate Programs Year over Year

At the graduate level, Sustainability Studies grew 138% year over year.

49%

55%

56%

59%

60%

60%

75%

87%

133%

138%

Environmental Engineering Tech

Communication, General

Religion/ Religious Studies

Social Work

City/Urban, Community & Regional Planning

Teacher Educ., Multiple Levels

Artificial Intelligence

Special Ed - Secondary

Psychology, General

Sustainability Studies

Largest YoY Growth, Master’s and Doctoral*
 September 2026 

*Minimum page views prior year: 1,000
Master’s and doctoral only

Source:  Gray DI’s PES International Student Demand Dashboard 
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Agenda

What Is a Program Evaluation System?

Student Demand Indicators: Coursera

Employment: Current Indicators

Program of the Month

2023 Emerging Programs Update

Summary
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Coursera: Almost 379 million learners since inception

In September 2026, Intro. to Generative AI was the fastest-growing course year over year.  

 Four out of the 10 fastest-growing courses were AI-related. 

-1%

0%

1%

1%

1%

3%

14%

20%

91%

778%

Process Data from Dirty to Clean

AI For Everyone

Technical Support Fundamentals

Foundations of Project Management

Introduction to AI

Foundations of Cybersecurity

Accelerate Your Job Search with AI

Preparing  Data for Analysis with Microsoft Excel

Foundations of Digital Marketing and E-commerce

Introduction to Generative AI

Fastest-Growing Courses Year over Year*
 September 2026 

*Minimum enrollment prior year: 10,000

Source: Gray DI’s PES Coursera Non-Degree Demand Dashboard
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Coursera: Fastest-growing Skills

In September 2026, Artificial Intelligence was the fastest-growing skill taught.

 Seven out of the 10 fastest-growing skills were AI-related. 

27%

34%

50%

53%

55%

63%

67%

86%

110%

167%

Digital Marketing

Leadership

Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning (AI/ML)

Deep Learning

AI Workflows

Data Ethics

Large Language Modeling

AI literacy

Generative AI

Artificial Intelligence

Fastest-Growing Skills Year over Year*
 September 2026 

*Minimum skills prior year: 80,000

Source: Gray DI’s PES Coursera Non-Degree Demand Dashboard

AI-Related
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Student Demand Indicators

Employment: Current Indicators

Program of the Month
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Summary



25

  PROPRIETARY

US Job Posting Trends

In September, job postings fell 12% year over year. Median salary grew 11%.

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Workforce Insights Dashboard
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2026 Fastest-Growing Job Postings Trailing Three Months

From July to September, postings for Electrical Engineers grew 57% year over year.

10%

17%

22%

23%

27%

33%

42%

47%

48%

57%

HVAC Mechanics and Installers

Civil Engineers

Electricians

Family Medicine Physicians

Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers

Machinists

Software Development and QA Analysts

Industrial Engineers

Mechanical Engineers

Electrical Engineers

Fastest-Growing Job Postings by Occupation*
T3M 2026 YoY

*Minimum 10,000 T3M postings volume
Excludes unskilled laborSource:  Gray DI’s PES Workforce Insights Dashboard

4 Engineers

4 Trades

2 Other
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Which skills are growing in demand in the US?

In September, demand for skills in AI had the greatest year-over-year growth.

124%

82%

73%

66%

58%

56%

53%

53%

52%

46%

Artificial Intelligence

Operational Excellence

Automation

Compliance Requirements

Emergency Response

Operational Efficiency

Regulatory Compliance

Supply Chain

Python

Change Management

10 Fastest–Growing Skills in Job Postings*

September 2026 Year over Year

1 Emergency

5 Business/Operations

2 Software & Tech

2 Compliance

*Minimum 20,000 skills
Excludes unskilled labor

Source:  Gray DI’s PES Workforce Insights Dashboard
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Summary
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But first… Spooky Programs

Notable Horror and Supernatural Academic Offerings

The University of Pittsburgh established a dedicated 

Horror Studies Center in the School of Arts and 

Sciences to explore the genre, host lectures, and 

develop specialized programs with plans for future 

expansion.

The University of Exeter offers a Master of Arts in 

Magic and Occult Science, which covers the history 

of esotericism, witchcraft, and ritual magic.

Duke University’s Trinity College offers classes like 

Radical Magic (exploring witchcraft from Salem to pop 

culture) and American Hauntings: From Poe to Pop.

The University of Edinburgh provides 

courses in Parapsychology that examine 

hauntings, psychic abilities, and the history 

of the supernatural.
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Percentile rank your programs for student demand, employment, and competition.

Let’s look at a Master’s in Mental Health Counseling.
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Student Demand

Mental Health Counseling is in the 99th 
percentile for Student Demand.

 Size metrics are strong.

– Google searches are in the 88th percentile.

– New enrollment,  online completions, and overall 
completions are in the 98-99th percentile.

 Year over year is decent.

– Google searches rose 23% year over year.

– New student enrollment grew 10%.

– Completions grew 14%.

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets
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Employment Opportunities

This program scores in the 68th percentile for 
Employment – mostly driven by low earning potential.

 Entry-level job postings and BLS employment are healthy: 
98-99th percentile.

 BLS historical growth is strong.

– Entry-level jobs rose 8% year over year.

– They rose an average of 8% over the last three years.

 1.7 job postings per graduate ranks at the 74th percentile.

 Wages at the master’s level are low.

– Entry-level wages are in the third percentile.

– Post-entry median is in the second percentile.

 25% of graduates are underemployed (78th percentile).

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets
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Profiles with a 

Graduation Year 

of 2018-2020
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Competition for Students

This program scores in the 85th percentile for 
competitive intensity.  

 237 colleges offer this program (2nd percentile).

– In 2024, 10 additional campuses had 
completions.

 Median program size is strong (95th percentile). 

– However, it fell 11% year over year.

 Marketing costs are high.

 23% of institutions offer this program online.

 42% of completions are online.

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets
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Largest On-Ground Programs Largest Online Programs



36

  PROPRIETARY



37

  PROPRIETARY

Agenda

What Is a Program Evaluation System?

Student Demand Indicators
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Summary
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Every January, we present five emerging academic programs to watch.

Blasts from the Past:

Applied AI

Regenerative Medicine

Digital Bioacoustics

Space Commercialization

Energy Storage
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In 2023, one of our emerging programs was Energy Storage.

Where is it now?
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The Energy Storage Industry in 2026

By 2026, the market transitioned from forecasts and pipeline to reality.
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Addressing Workforce Gaps

One way higher ed is responding to employment demand: short-term training programs.
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Academic Programs and In-Demand Skills

Technical Skill TTM Postings Volume YoY Change

Energy Management 21,090 23.3%

Energy Modeling 1,685 18.6%

Energy Analysis 371 14.5%

Renewable Energy 71,230 12.4%

Energy Isolation 850 10.5%

Energy Management Systems 2,923 6.4%

Energy Storage Skills Demand Trailing 12 Months

Source: Gray DI’s PES Markets Workforce Insights

Master’s and PhD in

Advanced Energy Systems

Master’s in

 Mechanical Engineering:

 Energy Storage and Vehicle Science (Online)

Master’s in

 Electrochemical Technologies
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Summary

 In September, Google searches for academic programs fell 22% year over year.

– Drafting and Design Tech grew the most in searches at the associate and certificate levels.

– Computer Programming grew the most at the bachelor’s and above levels.

 In summer 2026, enrollment was flat at bachelor’s and below and fell 2% at graduate program levels.

– Health Svcs/Allied Health grew the most at the certificate and associate levels.

– Bachelor’s: Exercise Physiology

– Graduate programs: Dentistry

 In September 2026, US job postings fell 12% year-over-year.

– Electrical Engineers was the fastest-growing occupation.

– Artificial Intelligence was the fastest-growing in-demand skill.

 Student demand is very strong for a Master’s in Mental Health.

– However, graduates’ earning potential is very low.

 Energy Storage has grown substantially as an industry since 2023.

– Higher education is responding with certificates, concentrations in existing programs, and workforce training.
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Upcoming Webinars

Monthly Demand Trends

November 19th

2 PM ET
https://www.graydi.us/2027-emerging-programs-

registration-hub

Our most popular webinar is back! Register here:

https://www.graydi.us/2027-emerging-programs-registration-hub
https://www.graydi.us/2027-emerging-programs-registration-hub
https://www.graydi.us/2027-emerging-programs-registration-hub
https://www.graydi.us/2027-emerging-programs-registration-hub
https://www.graydi.us/2027-emerging-programs-registration-hub
https://www.graydi.us/2027-emerging-programs-registration-hub
https://www.graydi.us/2027-emerging-programs-registration-hub
https://www.graydi.us/2027-emerging-programs-registration-hub
https://www.graydi.us/2027-emerging-programs-registration-hub
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